
Lice? LICE!! 

This will NOT suffice!!

I came home from school today with some unexpected guests. You wouldn’t think they’d like to use my hair as their new nest!

To what do I refer you ask? Hmmm, how can I put it nice? If you promise not to run I’ll tell- I’ve got what’s called “HEAD LICE”!
It started as a tiny itch, and then a scratch or two . . . but once I started I couldn’t stop until . . . WHEW! Mom pulled out the special shampoo.

Now it’s not your average joe’s shampoo; you use it only twice. Does it clean your hair? I guess, but it also kills the lice!

Lice are little bugs like fleas, and like fleas they lay eggs. “Wait, back up- LAY EGGS?” you shriek. “Lay eggs- just like a chicken?” Yes, it’s true, lice AND their eggs is that with which I’m stricken.

The eggs are teeny tiny, and hatched one’s called a “nit.” Oh yes my friend, how gross is that? It’s NOT something I’ll soon forget.

So is that it? Are they dead and gone? Is shampoo all you have to do? No my friend, we don’t end there and the next part is the pits. My mom (aka “Supermom”) has to remove the nits.

She uses a special comb and pulls and tugs my hair . . . The lice and nits cling on so tight! Oh, life is so unfair!



So where did I find them, you may ask- “Where did I get the bugs?” Well, I borrowed my friend’s headband. And so did Stacy Scruggs.

My Gramma suggests I got the lice from having such thick hair. But here’s the thing- thick or thin, the lice don’t really care.

. . . and they don’t care if you’re tall or short, dark, light, chubby, or thin. To those pesky bugs it only matters how quickly they can get in.

So how can YOU prevent these creatures from wreaking havoc in your hair? Well for starters, your brushes, headbands, and bows you should never EVER share!

The best advice that I can give (though much too late for me & Stace): you’ll have nothing to worry about, no fears at all, IF you avoid them in the first place! 
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Critique:

1. Title: How catchy is it? How well does it convey the information in the story?

I love the title. It is catchy and has a lot of personality. I do not care for the double exclamation points, although this is just a matter of personal taste. I would use single exclamation points instead. But the title conveys the information in the story well. I particularly like the use of the word “suffice.” This is a great way to challenge youngsters to learn a new word.

2. What is the power of the opening 3-5 sentences?

The first two verses are very well done. They are catchy and the rhythm is right on. This sets the stage nicely for the rhythm of the rest of the work. I think the idea of hair as a bug’s nest is just the sort of thing that catches a child’s interest.

3. Length: Is it appropriate for the target age group?

This story is appropriate for children in or around first grade. It would be best read aloud by a parent to a child. With that in mind, I think it is a little too long. I have eliminated three verses from the poem. It is, of course, entirely up to you whether or not you keep those verses or decide to eliminate a different set. I chose the three verses about having the hair cut off for two reasons. First, the rhythm was slightly off and difficult to fix. If you decide to keep these verses, this needs to be corrected. Second, I do not think they are an integral part of the story. With these verses eliminated, the word count is 377 and there are now 15 verses. I think this will better hold the attention of a first grader.

4. Grammar, spelling, and punctuation:

Generally fine. Please see the edited manuscript for my changes. The only small mechanical problem is in your use of quotation marks. The American standard is to always use double quotation marks (“aaa” rather than ‘aaa’). The British standard is single quotation marks (inverted commas). You use single quotation marks in several places; I changed them to doubles. In American English, single quotation marks are reserved for quotes within quotes.

5. Rhythm:

Many verses in the poem are very well done. But there are a few that have rhythmic difficulties. I have made suggestions for how to fix places where the rhythm is off throughout the story. Please see the manuscript for my changes. Rhythm is the most important part of a poem, especially when it rhymes. It is essential that your rhythm be right on through the entire story. If you do not like my changes, make sure you find a way to correct places where it gets off beat.

6. Conclusion:

This work has so much potential! The story is fun and applicable to the lives of almost every parent and child. Some simple illustrations will really pull it together. I truly enjoyed reading it and think this will make an excellent children’s book. I hope you find my edits helpful, particularly where I improved the rhythm. Best of luck!


